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Dr. Felix Leopold Oswald 



ONE OF THE SHINING LIGHTS IN THE FREE- 
THOUGHT WORLD. 

In each decade Nature endows a few men for special 
work in the promulgation of truth. But few of these 
undertake to utilize these endowments in the proper direc- 
tion. In the dark vault of night there are myriads of 
stars, but here and there we see one that shines brighter 
than the rest. So it is with humanity. Here and there, 
amid the flotsam and jetsam of life, one mind will predom- 
inate and stand above the rest Especially may this be 
said of the subject of this brief sketch, for thoe were few 
like him, possessing his remarkable qualifications, and 
courageous enough to put them to a proper use. 

Dr. Felix Leopold Oswald was born in Belgium, August, 
1845. His parents were in a position of moderate com- 
fort and ease, and gave, the boy a good education, finally 
sending him to a medical college to fit him for the practice 
of medicine. His studies in anatomy, physiology, in 
hygiene and other co-ordinate branches of natural science, 
together with the pharmacopia, turned his mind in another 
trend, and instead of becoming an eminent physician, as 
it had been intended for him, he plunged into a deeper 
and more intricate study of natural history, a subject that 
held him in a spell of fascination. To aid him in the 
prosecution of his studies he undertook an extensive travel, 
penetrating many different countries, finally coming to 
America, where after a year or two in New York City, he 
turned westward and settled down in Hamilton, Ohio, 
later taking up a residence in Indiana. 

lie first came into prominent public notice by his scien- 
tific contributions to the Popular Science Monthly, and 
ill a comparatively short space of time he began writing 
for the American Freethought press. His literary pro- 
ductions found their way into the magazines and papers 
of Germany and England, and in the course of time he 
became a prolific writer. Among the books he had written 
and published were "Summerland Sketches: "Rambles in 
the Backwoods of Mexico and Central America." This 



was followed by "Physical Education," a wor> addressed 
to the average reader, as well as the profession. Then 
came "The Secret of the East," which was written in an 
argumentative frame, designed to show that the religion 
of Christendom emanated from Buddhism and the Oriental 
religions of the East. The "Bible of Nature" came next, 
and this may be said to have been his best and greatest 
work. In it he advocated the pure and unsullied princi- 
ples of modern Secularism, and is among the most valuable 
contributions to Freethought literature of the 19th century. 
There was now a continual demand for his literary efforts. 
The large daily papers had frequent contributions from his 
pen and brain, and he invariably wrote in an anti-orthodox 
strain, thereby preaching Freethought as best he could, and 
the strangest part of this is the fact that these daily papers, 
notably the Cincinnati Enquirer, featured his writings on 
special pages and accorded them positions of great prom- 
inence. 

Felix Oswald, as he was more popularly known, was a 
great, clear, and vigorous writer. He was no speaker, and 
for this reason he never i appeared on the public platform. 
In all he wrote there was pure nature and naturalism. 
There was never a trace of the supernatural or mystical. 
Bo avoided paradoxes. He was the fortunate possessor 
of a keen insight into history and could present a fact in 
clear, bold and intelligent characters. Few men have done 
more for Freedom of Thought than Felix Oswald, and it 
is a pity that he could not have been spared for many years 
to come that he might have done even better and greater 
things for which his brilliant mind was so eminently fitted. 

Only a few years ago, while journeying on a railroad 
train, Felix Oswald met his death. Incorrect signals, a 
mistake, a crash, fire broke out upon the shattered wreck, 
and among the ruins the body of Felix Oswald was found. 
Strange that he should come to such an end, but he had 
no opportunity, no chance to avoid it He was among 
the dead, and when his name appeared in the published 
lists, the American Freethought world knew that it had 
lost one of its greatest advocates. 
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Elisha's Aureate Dust 



The Power of Resurrection Accorded to 
His Bones by the Bible Might be 
Made a Source of Fabulous 
Wealth, If— 

(By E. J. Beals-Hoffpauir.) 

I had been overcome by the heat of the 
city and sought rest and quiet at a farm 
house in one of the remotest corners of the 
Great Smoky Mountains. A few days after 
my arrival I was approached by a moun- 
tain youth of perhaps twenty summers, 
w.ho stated that he desired to speak to me 
privately. His manner suggested the un- 
usual, and I gladly followed him a short 
way In Che wood and politely waited for 
him to state his business. He seemed 
somewhat embarassed at first, but after as- 
suring himself that there was no possibility 
of being overheard, he commenced in a 
very confidential tone: 

"Yer see, neighbor, we'uns ain't got 
much e'ddicatlon, an' calkllate as how 
you un is a little about the smartest feller 
as ever kem to these dlggins, 'ceptln' it 
migiht be our 'zidin' Eider, hut he won't 
do, an' I reckon' as how I'll ha' ter ax ye un 
ter do it fur me." 

"Would be glad to know the nature of 
your wants," said I, "and if there is any 
possible way In which I can be of assist- 
ance to you, I'll gladly do so." 

"Wall, now yer see, most of us mountain 
folks is Jist so so, but I'M different. I'M 
got some ejication, an' I docs a power o' 
thlnkin'. I'm a sort ov a leader in meetln', 
an' I read some books, but I don't know 
nuthin' 'bout ornithology an' them other 
big things. I reads the Quarterly and 
the Advercate an* th Bible, an' that's 
'bout all that any ov us mountain folks 
reads. But wrtut I want yer to hep me 
'bout Is this here. Tuther day I wuz a 
sottin' an' a readin' ov ihe seripchur, when 
all ter onct I lit on this passige:" (here ne 
drew from his pocket a crumpled piece of 
paper and reads as follows) • 

"And Elisha died and they buried him. 
And the bands of the Moabltes Invaded the 
land at the coming in of the year. 

"And It came to pass, as they were bury- 
ing a man, that, behold, they spied a band 
of men, and they cast the man Into the 
sepulchre of Elisha; and when the man was 
let down and touched the bones of Elisha, 
he revived and stood upon Ills feet." 

"Ye um ken find thet c.iar ocrlpchur In 2 
Kings 13:20. When I read thet "ar serip- 
chur I felt powerful excited, an' I 'lowed 
right ter onct as how if I hed some one as 
knowed all 'bout ornithology an' the the- 
ological survey uv thet kentry ter go "long 
with mo an' find them bones, we una could 



a lwwer ov money a resurrectin' 
people as had died 'fore they got ready." 

I was very much amused at his novel 
plan for gathering in the anguish plaster, 
and by way of encouragement asked if he 
knew of any case in that immediate neigh- 
borhood where money would be paid for 
such work, and If he was positive that they 
had passed out before they were fully 
prepared to meet god. 

"Wall now," said he. in a tone of dis- 
gust, "I ain't hearn ov no one a dyin' 
around here as semed a hurtin' ter go. 
Thar's ot 1 man Horton as war a 'zorter In 
Metherdist meetln", an' coulil sing louder 
'an eny un else I knowed on, when he was 
tuck down sick he ups and had two doctors 
an' took a power ov medicine an' biled 
yarbai a try in' ter keep from goln' ter 
glory; tho' he 'lowed all times 'fore he 
wuz tooken as how he war anxious ter go. 
I 'low his folks 'ud give a right smart pile 
ter have him fetched back." 

"Well," said I, "how do you propose to 
go about securing those valuable bones?" 

"Now thar," and he warmed up to his 
subject, "thar's jest whar I need hep. Yer 
see ef I could find some un as could take 
me ter the land ov Judy, an/ knowed about 
the theological survey ov the kentry when* 
he got thar, we uns could stop at one ov 
these here hotels, and lay low fer awhile, 
playin" as how we war a travelin' fer our 
health, an' all the time be a scoutin' 'round 
a huntln' ov them bones, an" when we uns 
dlsklvered whar they war, we uns could 
lope off some dark night fer home, an' 
mebbe ef 'twarn't too fur we uns could 
git in some'ers 'bout Chattanoogy long 
to'ards daylight, and then the best pack ov 
hounds thet over treed a coon couldn't ketoh 
we uns. I 'low as how I'd do a right smart 
power er runnln" 'fore I'd drop that poke 
er bones." 

Here I Interrui ted long enough to assure 
him of my confidence in his plan, but 
questioned him in regard to some of the 
minor details, such as finding the grave, 
or rather cave, where the bones were de- 
bited. 

'"Low as, I calkilated on all ov them kind 
ov things." said ho with pride. "Fers find- 
In" thet 'ar grave is consarned, I guess a 
feller as knows the theological survey kin 
find It rite easy, an' as fer goln' Inter a 
grave yard I'se jist the feller as kin do it. 
I kin climb any ol' fence, an' the ghostes 
can't bother me 'cause I'M got a charm 
agin 'em. I wouldn't ha' ter carry er spade 
cause them bones ain't buried like other 
folkses bones, but jist a layln' 'roun' loose 
in a cave. They war buried sorter like 
they burled the savior, 'cep'n the dooil 



warn't sealed up. Soon as we uns 'ud git 
ter the cave I'd jump in and put 'em inter 
a poke what I'd take along ter kerry em 
in, an' then jump outen the caven an' lite. 
All I ast yer is ter hep me find the place. 
I'll kerry them all the way from thar ter 
home. Folks aint gwine ter ask no ques- 
tions seeln' a man a kerryln' a poke ov 
bones." 

I agreed with him that a "poke of bones " 
might be carried thvougn a community 
without exciting much curiosity, but sug- 
gested that he let me into his plans for 
operating, once the oones were secured. 
This he seemed anxious to do, for I had 
scarcely finished the request when he be- 
gan: — 

"Soon'st we git home we uns ken go an' 
see ol' lady Horton, an' 'splair. ter her t/he 
vartue ov the bones, an' how as they's 
Bible bones, an' already done ris' up one 
man, an' I know as i.ow she'd have we uns 
resurrect the ol' man, an' onct he war ris 
an' commenced er talkin' about it we uns 
'ud have jobs er ressurrectin' from all 
'round in to'ards Chattynoogy an' Atlanty. 
An' I low as when thcr ain't no more res- 
urrectin' ter be did we uns could take the 
bones back ter l-her cave an' put 'em 
whar they war, an' mebbe 'Lisha's folks 
'ud never know they d been teched, 'cause I 
ain't never hearn ov no one from Judyas 
ever kem over outer tne valley, leastwise 
I don't riccollect It. Now, ef you uns is 
greeable an' wants ter go, we ken jist lite 
out fer Judy an' bring back that poke ov 
bones, an' I geBs we uns ken make nigh 
outer a hunderd dollars in this here valley 
a resurrectin folks as has been dead. I 
know thar's Ebenezer Jones as would give 
five dollars to git ris so's ter see who his 
widder married; he wuz the jealousest 
man I ever seed. An' thar's Pete Wilson, 
he warn't afeard ter die. an' warn't a ke« r- 
in' much, but Eph Holden shot him in the 
back an' kilt him klnaer suddint, an' I 
know Pete 'ud give two bits ter be resur- 
rected long ernuf to find out who 'twas as 
kilt him an' shoot tho stumV outen Eph. 
An' thar's the Wigginses. they'd give a 
power ov money ter keep us from resurrec- 
tin' the Joneses, 'cause yer know the three 
Wiggins boys married the throe Jones gals, 
an' one day the Wigginses anil the Joneses 
got inter a rumpus with guns, an' when the 
smoke cleared ofT thar warn'', eny seed left 
ov the Joneses; the ol' man an' all three 
ov the Jones boys were kilt, an' ol' lady 
Jones she took on so powerful "bout It that 
she upe and dies, an' the Wigginses they 
got all the property; an' now I calkllate as 
how the Joneses was ris they'd git back 
property an' ther Wiggins boys 'ud 
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ha' ter go to work, an' I 'low they'd shell 
out powerful strong ter keep them Joneses 
from bein' rls. And then thar's the 
Brownses an' the Henrys as had one Ov 
these here family feuds, an' war 'bout 30 
year a klllln' ov each other off. I 'low as 
•how the guv'ment 'ud pay ter keep 'em 
down, ' cause they'd be shore ter commence 



a shootin' ov each other agin as soon as 
they war rls, an' that 'ud be agin public 

safety." 

As he ceased speaking, I heard the far- 
mer calling me to supper, and invited him 
to go along, but he very firmly declined the 
lnrvltatlon, "lowln" as how" he "guessed ' 



he'd "tote off home seeln' as how 'twas 
purty near candle light," and agreed to 
meet me again In a few days and discuss 
the matter more fully. But the next morn- 
ing I received a message calling me back 
to the city on urgent business, and Ellsha's 
bones were not disturbed by Jed and me. 



MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



The Influence of Religion upon National Life and 
Progress— The False and True in Christ- 
ianity.— Conscience as a Moral Law 

(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 
But who are the more contemptible, the rulers who derive 
some benefit from the ignorance of the masses, or the latter 
who kill each other without any benefit whatever? Al- 
though I despise tyrants, they are superior to the slaves over 
which they rule. The historian cited above, Rotteck, rec- 
ognized the truth that no person could rule over many, 
unless they were of inferior mental capacity, he says : " \ 
people worthy of liberty will know how to win and main 
tain it." 

Here in America we have neither hereditary nor elec- 
toral monarchy, still we had a war as unnecessary and friv 
olous as any in the old country. The south had no cause, 
no excuse for war, not even the institute of slavery was 
threatened, no matter how offensive it was to the north. 
Ambitious persons, coveting political power, started the 
rebellion. What did the southern people who did not pos- 
sess any slaves, fight for? They say, their country; that 
is a stupid lie; nobody threatened, nobody wanted their 
country. The North did not keep it when she had it. In 
reality they fought for the ambitious schemes of the lead- 
ers, who did not care a continental for the people. When 
Richmond was evacuated the high officials of the govern- 
ment saved their own goods and chattels and caused tho 
wanton, useless destruction of much property belonging to 
the citizens. There was no question at issue between tho 
.South and the North ; not even that of slavery, which could 
not have been solved in a peaceable manner. 

That it is less tho form of government than the intel- 
lectual standard of a nation on which its prosperity and 
liberty depends, is still more strikingly illustrated by the 
political condition of the South American republics. Dur- 
ing the first half of this century we find a tyranny in 
some of these republics against which the despotism in 
Russia appears a liberal government. It is little known 
in foreign countries what monsters these republics have 
produced. The atrocities committed by Facundo Quiroga, 
the Fraile in Mendoza, Francia in Paraguay and Rosas 
in Buenos Ayree, read like tales from the mediaeval age. 
We have certainly no love for these brutal bandits, but can 



we respect nations that crouch and cringe before such- 
masters ? How much time must elapse before even the 
most intelligent nations will abolish the brutal, useless 
wars, is difficult to tell. It requires a long time for new 
ideas to pervade a people and be adopted by a number 
sufficient to carry them into effect against the opposition 
of the church and monarchy, who owe their existence to 
the state of mental cowardice in which the belief in god 
keeps the majority of the people. Even if one or two 
nations were ready to disarm, the close contact with semi- 
barbarous people compels them to be prepared against < an 
invasion. Germany, for instance, is wedged in between 
the erratic France and the half-civilized Russia, and this 
unfortunate position retards the republican movement and 
reconciles many liberals with the heavy burden of her 
standing army and the humiliating treatment the civilians 
have to endure from the military aristocracy. Although 
it seems that in regard to intellectual standing Germany 
and France ought to harmonize, the latter country can 
never forgive her defeat, and leans toward the despotic 
Russia. Hatred against Germany is the only bond of 
sympathy l>etween these very unlike allies, which besides 
can have nothing in common. 

Russia, as might be expected from a nation under des- 
potic rule, is intensely religious and orthodox. The 
"Cosmopolitan Magazine" of February, 1891, contains an 
article from the pen of Count Tolstoi, describing the brutal 
treatment of soldiers (and citizens) under Nicholas I, 
which is very instructive, demonstrating, against the au- 
thor's intention, very plainly the demoralizing effect of 
religion upon the ignorant He meets an old soldier who 
formerly served under Nicholas, and in the capacity of a 
subaltern officer carried out the sentence of flagging, beat- 
ing many a poor devil to death, and now felt «ome remorse 
over cruel acts committed on his own account, but none 
over such deeds committed under orders. But religion 
came handy to silence the voice of his conscience, as he 
says: "It is a good thing if you manage to take the sacra- 
ment according to the Christian laws, and you .ire forgiven; 
but still horror seizes upon you,"— the last flickering of the 
natural instinct of humanity or sympathy, which was en- 
tirely suppressed by his creed. He describes with great 
glee the flogging, and upon being expostulated with by the 
Count, replies: "No, this was in fulfillment of the sen- 
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tonce. What had I to do with it? It was according to 
judgment, to the law." The Count continues: "He ex- 
hibited the same tranquility and absence of remorse with 
regard to the martial horrors in which he had taken part 
and of which he had beheld many, both in Turkey and in 
Poland. He told of murdered children, of the death of 
prisoners from hunger and cold, of the slaughter with 
bayonets of a little boy, a Pole, who had nestled against a 
tree for protection. And when I asked him whether 
these deeds did not trouble his conscience, he again failed 
utterly to comprehend me. This was done in war, ac- 
cording to law, for czar and fatherland. These things 
were not only not bad, but such as he considered brill!;u. 
benevolent and which redeemed his sins." Here wo have 
the humanizing influence of religion? It reduces man to 
a slave, a tool in the hands of a stronger intellect, by de- 
stroying all sense of personal responsibility, the last .'*?s- 
tige of the natural instinct of sympathy. He does not 
feel as a member of the human society, whose interest is 
solidary, but in compliance with his narrow egoism, obeys 
implicitly the commands of his superiors, from fear of 
punishment and hope of reward. 

Count Tolstoi is a Christian, and sums up his creed in 
the following: "God's to God, Caesar's to Caesar; if my 
money is necessary to Caesar, take it ; my house, my labor*, 
take them; my wife, my children, my life, take them; all 
this is not God's. But if it is necessary to Caesar to raise 
the cudgel on the back of my neighbor, this is God's." 
AH of which maudlin sentiments show that Tolstoi is one 
of those good-hearted, weak-minded souls whose slavisii 
and unmanly submi ssivenes8 have upheld and do still up- 
hold the power of the clerical and worldly despots. It 
he thinks it is enough to remain passive and refuse to stril 
a blow upon his fellow-man, he is deceived; he himseii 
has pictured the man, the Christian soldier, who will do it 
instead, and his own sacrifice will be of no avail for the 
sake of humanity. Men of such bland and timid disp< ii- 
tions as this good Samaritan would never have delivered 
the world from the iron grip of the church and the despots. 
Not those who cowardly surrendered their house, goods 
and even wife and children to the Caesars have furthered 
the cause of humanity, but those who fought and destroyed 
the tyrants. Whenever the plea of humanity is offered in 
defense of the enemies of mankind, we must suspect that 
this affected magnanimity flows from the impure source of 
vanity and cowardice. 

Some people, whose pedigree probably dates back to 
Baalam's companion, claim that wars are necessary to check 
the steady increase of population. If such heroic remedy 
is necessary, why not rather kill the children immediately 
after they are oorn f inis wouia oe mucn cheaper anu 
less cruel than the subsequent killing and mutilating in 
battle. But isn't there a far simpler remedy to prevent 
over-population ? 

It would be impossible for a despot to rule over thousands 
if they were intelligent enough to. comprehend their own 



welfare; but if mistrust, the result of narrow selfishness or 
religious superstition, prevents them from making a com- 
mon cause, he rules over one individual only at the time. 
If we examine the social factors producing a revolution, 
we find the majority of the people indifferent; a small 
number has a detinite idea of what they really want, and 
the rest has no other object but revenge, pillage and de- 
struction. No revolution has ever effected a permanent 
change of the social order by its temporary overthrow, (be- 
cause the laws of society cannot be changed) although it 
may abolish certain obnoxious, unjust privileges and dis- 
criminations in favor of certain persons and abuses. 
These, however, could never have grown to Wftfa propor- 
tions if the indolence and indifference of the people bad 
not permitted them to do so. A whole nation can and will 
never act as an intelligent entity. An anecdote of Fred- 
erick the Great illustrates the relation between one master 
and a thousand slaves. Once the king held a review over 
his army, commanding in person. An old Jew was watch- 
ing near by, and every time the tall grenadiers moved like 
one man at the king's command, a smile stole over his face. 
The king noticing it, rode up to him and asked for the 
cause of his hilarity. The Jew hesitated, but being 
assured immunity for what he might say, at last replied : 
"Majesty, 1 only thought if they would not do it any 
longer." 

Since we cannot perceive much progress in regard to the 
relations of the Christian nations, which, contrary to their 
avowed doctrine of love, are as hostile today as a hundred 
years ago, we must endeavor to define in what the progress 
of this century really consists, which we can accomplish 
only by comparing the conditions in which the people lived 
say a hundred years ago, with their present state. The 
entire progress may be expressed in a few words: "Increase 
in number and value of individual existence." 

The first postulate refers to increased means of subsist- 
ence and improved hygienic conditions; the second to the 
spreading of a rational egoism, the replacement of the false 
doctrines of religion by a better understanding of nature. 

The extensive use made of the natural forces, steam and 
electricity in particular, has increased the productiveness 
of labor, and furnishes the means of subsistence for more 
people than ever existed on earth before. Through the 
improved mechanical appliances it has become possible to 
make progressive ideas and the teachings of science ac- 
cessible for any one, and by our wonderful facilities of 
communication people are brought into closer contact and 
become better acquainted. Religion has no share in this 
purely material progress; it has never encouraged or 
assisteu science. 

'.To be continued.) 



Don't make the mistake of confounding ambition with 
ability, a mere longing for the boys for an inherent power 
power to win them. 
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Persistence of Superstition 



What the Heroic Few Have AwComplUhed — 
Blot Out the Record of Their Deeds 
and History Would Be a Blank. 



(By Dr. T. J. Bowles.) 

At the end of every three hundred and 
sixty-five days our beautiful earth com- 
pletes Its journey around the majestic sun, 
the parent of us all; and during this brief 
period, fifty million men, women and chil- 
dren have completed the Journey of life, 
and gone back Into the bosom of Nature 
from whence they came, and are I soon for- 
ever forgotten. 

During the more than j.ve hundred thou- 
sand years of man's sojourn on the earth, 
trillions of human beings have come ana 
gone, and of this vast and inconceivable 
number, only a few are embalmed In the 
memory of the living. 

On a very small sheet of paper can be 
written the names of every, nun and woman 
In the history of the world, who have made 
the progress of the race possible; a few 
men and women have fought nil the battles 
against superstition; had It not been for 
the immortal few who fought and died in 
their heroic struggles to break the power 
of the hideous monster of superstition, 
civilization would still be locked up In the 
womb of the future. 

The infinite blessings conferred upon the 
human race by a few brave men and noble 
women, have all been achieved without 
shedding one drop of human blood; their 
only weapons have been the battle-ax of 
reason and the torch of science. 

This little band of immortal men have 
carried the torch of science into every land, 
and under the stainless flag of reason, they 
have marched through, all the cheerless 
centuries, shedding light where all before 
was darkness; their flag stands for all that 
is good and pure in the life of men and or 
nations; it has never been stained' witn 
blood, nor wet with tears. 

Blot from the records of the human race 
the achievements of the heroic few, who 
..ave perished in flame, In dunpeons and in 
exile for their devotion to truth, and the 
whole earth to-day would be enveloped In 
a mantle of darkness, and the entire human 
race would still be living In the dens and 
caves of savagery; the railroad, the steam- 
ship, the telegraph, the telephone, the pho- 
nograph, the sewing machine the reaper 
and mower, the trolley car, the electric 
light and all the multitudlnour. arts and In- 
dustries that now All the world with com- 
fort, Joy and happiness would still be 
locked up In the womb of the future. 
Copernicus, Gallileo, Servetus, Bruno, 



Hypatia, Spinoza, Voltaire, Paine, Jeffer- 
son, Draper, Franklin and Ingersoll were 
not born to die; their names are as Im- 
perishable as the stars; they are a part of 
the immortal number of the real redeemers 
and saviours of the human race; through 
all the centuries that are yet to come, they 
will remain embalmed In the grateful hearts 
and affections of all the generations mat 
are yet to be, ana their memory will be 
revered when the last man standing on the 
distant shore of time shall sing the requiem 
of earth. 

They spent all the.r days and sacrlficeu 
their lives, fighting the gods and ghosts and 
devils of superslltion, whose crimes against 
humanity would tin a book a thousand 
times larger than the holy bible of filth anu 
fables, from which the devotees of super- 
stition derive their authority to rule and 
enslave mankind. 

With fiendish atrocity and malignity, 
nearly all the great men and noble women, 
as fast as they appeared In the world, have 
been cruelly put 10 death, and every book 
containing any useful information has been 
consumed In relentless flames, kindled by 
the bloody hand of the heartless devotees 
of superstition. 

Every nation of the earth has been 
cursed by this frightful monster, and its 
whole history down to this moment is filled 
with unspeakable sorrow and agony for the 
whole human family; this hydra-headed 
devil of superstition killed five million men, 
women and children In the wars of the 
Crusades to secure an empty hole in the 
ground, where the god of the universe was 
supposed to have been buried at the close 
of his life as a carpenter in Palestine. 

This Gorgon-headed monster killed one 
million Arians because they refused to 
abandon their belief in one god, and accept 
the doctrine of the trinity, or three gods 
In one god; it slaughtered with fiendish 
atrocity one million Waldenses, Alblgenees, 
Hugenots, and Netherland Insurgents; this 
terrible monster, superstition, killed nine 
million innocent men and women for tne 
Imaginary crime of witch-craft, and with 
unutterable savagery and barbarous cruel- 
ty, put twelve million of tne Innocent na- 
tives of the New World to death long after 
Columbus discovered America. 

If this bloody beast of superstition had 
the power to-day, every philosopher and 
scientist in the world would now be swing- 
ing at the end of a rope, fastened to a gib- 
bet, or they would be slowly put to death 
In the foul air of filthy dungeons; our 
homes would be filled with rhosts, Imps, 
and devlla; and wizards and witches would 
still be tormenting us; the Area of perse- 



cution that reduced to ashes Hubs, Jerome, 
Wlckliffe, and Savanorolla would be re- 
kindled, and the higher critics of to-day, 
who are honestly trying to separate the 
gold from the dross in the holy book would 
soon be reduceu to ashes with flame and 
fagot. 

I wish I had the power to Impress all tne 
people of the earth with the Infinite im- 
portance of completing the sacred work so 
grandly and nobly carried forward by the 
Volneys and the Humboldts, the Humes and 
the Gibbons, the Drapers and the Haeckels. 
and their Immortal co-workers, who have 
secured for us every blessing that we now 
enjoy. 

If the people now living had to endure 
: the agonies and the horrors inflicted upon 
our ancestors by the priests of supersti- 
tion during all the long, dark night of the 
middle ages, and down to the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, When the priests 
of superstition ruled the entire world, .t 
would be Infinitely better for every man, 
woman and child to commit suicide, and find 
peace in the eternal sleep of death. 

Only a little over a hundred years ago, 
and almost within the memory of aged men 
now living, there came an exile to the 
hospitable shores of the United States, 
whose labors for the human race were ' 
finitely more valuable than all the gold and 
silver that were ever dug from the bowels 
of the earth— this man repudiated the gods, 
and devils, and ghosts of superstition, and 
by worshiping at the sacred shrine of Na- 
ture, he became one of the Immortal 
founders of the ennobling science of chem- 
istry— he discovered the composition of the 
atmosphere, which had been a sealed book 
through all the countless centuries- he dis- 
covered carbonic acid, a deadly poison to 
animal life, but an essential food for every 
tree and plant in the world; he discovered 
that man and the trees live by breathing 
each other's breath; he discovered why it 
is that our mothers, our wives and our 
daughters attend their plants and thtir 
flowers with a devotion closely nkln t> the 
sacred sentiment of friendship. 

At the time when he made his discovery 
of oxygen and carbonic acid, all Europe 
was besotted with superstition, and pestil- 
ence and famine were sweeping over the 
land with a besom of furv and destruction— 
the pigs, the dogs, the cats the horses, the 
cattle, the men, women and children all 
lived together in the same miserable 
abodes, and were dying by hundreds of 
thousands by breathing the deadly poison 
of carbonic acid in each other's breath, 
and creating the richest soil for the growth 
of the germB of pestilence. 

The noble sciences of sanitation and 
ventilation were a sealed book to the de- 
votees of superstition, and for opening 
these books, and filling tne world with light, 
an Infuriated mob of saint* who had ex- 
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perienced the agonies of the second birth, 
surrounded the home of the Illustrious and 
immortal Joseph Priestly <and burned it to 
ashes, and all his books and manuscript 
and laboratory went up in smoke, and he 
was pursued like a wild beast, but he es- 
caped his furious pursuers, and finally em- 
barked upon a ship and sailed for the New 
World, where he was welcomed with open 
anna by Paine. Franklin and Jefferson 
when he reached the hospitable shores of 
the United States, where he died In exile 
on the sacred soil of Pennsylvania. 



Another Valued 

In Memory of Theodor Blaiss— Brief Sketch 
of his Life,— His Personal Declaration 
of Religious Faith Prevent* 
Calumniation. 



(By K. D. Nauman.) 

On the morning of February 24th, 1909, 
occurred the death of one of nature's noble- 
men. Theodor Blaise was one of the 
pioneers in this— Keokuk county, Iowa. He 
was likewise a pioneer in thought; a great 
reader and student all the days of his long 
lite. He leaves behind a family of six 
children and a number of grand children. 
Most of these 'are, or have been, teachers 
in our public schools; some of them arts 
prominent in public and professional cir- 
cles. I believe all of them hav» shed the 
scales of Superstition, and are Freethlnk- 
ers. They are a family that must have been 
a great consolation to the old gentleman 
in his declining years. 

For the span of an ordinary life-time, he 
had been a constant subscriber and reader 
and contributor of the German Freethought 
press. 

In order to obviate any possible chance 

of his plans, to have a Freethought burial, 
from miscarrying, he had done what Free- 
thinkers generally ought to do. that is, pro- 
pared a written statement of his views on 
the subject of religion. 

The family requested me to officiate at 
the funeral, and although not a public 
speaker, I regarded this as a duty as well 
as a privilege, that could not be declined. 

My father and Mr. Blaise had been warm 
friends during their life time; besides, 
Mr. Blaise had performed the same kind 
service for my father at his funeral some 
years ago. After some general remarks 
as to his life and work and originality of 
thought, I gave his statement in the orig- 
inal German, as Mr. Blaise had written it; 
then followed with the tranalat on Into 
English, as given below. I think this state- 
ment will Interest all Freethinkers, and 
perhaps serve as a guiue to some:— 



No venemous serpents have ever been 
discovered in desert wastes, and no feroci- 
ous beasts have ever been found in tangled 
forests, that even approximate the sav- 
agery of the solemn and sanctified devotees 
who worship at the altars of the gods and 
devils and ghosts of superstition. 

How long! O, how long will it yet be 
before mankind will learn that our flgJit 
against superstition and. ignorance is a 
Bacred fight for a higher and nobler civil- 
ization. 

Muncle, Ind. 



Freethinker Gone 

"Short Biographical Sketch and Statement 
of Faith by Theodor Blaise." 

"I, Theodor Blaise, was born on the 11th 
day of January, 1822, in the county of 
Saarburg, Province of Trier, in Prussia, 
near the boundary line of France and Lux- 
emburg, by the river Mosel. 

"Up to my 14th year, I attended the vil- 
lage school of my native village. Beyond 
this I attended evening school for several 
years, principally for the purpose of learn- 
ing the French language. Later, I spent 
one year at Frankfort for the same pur- 
pose. From October, 1842, to October, 1844, 
I served in the German Army. 

"In 1847, I emigrated to America and 
came to Keokuk county, Iowa, where I 
have lived all the remainder of my life. 
Although not of a very robust physical 
nature, I have been, fortunately, compara- 
tively free from sickness, and was always 
filled with a buoyant and cheerful spirit. 

"Following is my confession of faith: 

"I believed In Truth, Beauty and Right- 
eousness. I had faith in Justice and gener- 
osity and in honest and upright endeavor 
and conduct. It was my conviction that the 
human race is a part of, and in unity with, 
Nature, and subject to her laws. I have 
hailed 'science, discovery and invention as 
the saviors of mankind, and had an abiding 
faith In the glorious future of the human 
race. I believed In the bible of humanity 
and in the common literature of Nature 
everywhere in evidence, (In other words, 
I believed in the literature written In the 
stars and the blue sky, in the green for- 
ests and rippling streams, in the scent and 
beauty of the flowers, and the songs of the 
birds, and In all the varied and wonderful 
language of Nature) which so often occu- 
pied my mind. 

"I believed that a clear conscience and 
pure spirit were better man belief in gods 
or angels; that common sense and reason 
stand higher than priests an1 revelations; 
that perfect sell-control .8 better and worth 
more than prayers and fastings, and that 
the love of, and generous consideration of 



mankind, is more desirable than churches 
and altars. With Thomas Paine, I could 
say: The world is my country; all man- 
kind are my brethren; to do good is my 
religion.' 

"I did not nave what In the commonly 
accepted meaning of the word, is religion. 
I did not believe in a personal creator or 
God above the clouds, or in any personal 
Deity who could assume me form of a gi- 
gantic man, and who having almighty pow- 
ers would permit the great majority of his 
children to tumble into everlabting damna- 
tion. For the past 60 years, I have not 
belonged to any church or religious socie- 
ty, and have never attended Sunday-school 
in my entire life. 1 did not believe that, 
in order to sa*e our soul from damnation, 
we have to go back 1900 years and depend 
ui>on the murder or execution of a holy 
being. These things did not appear rea- 
sonable to me. 

"Neither did I believe In r.ny infallible 
book, the criticism or contradiction of 
which could condemn one to eternal pun- 
ishment. To the eye of reason, all these 
things appear absurd. When the body be- 
comes ill or enfeebled, the toul or spirit 
becomes likewise. The Inference is: 
There is no good reason to believe that the 
soul or spirit or Individual consclenceness 
survives the death of the body." 

Such were the conclusions of as pure 
and intellectual a man as ever lived in 
this county, after a life of study and re- 
flection extending over almost four score 
and ten years. 

He went to sleep as peacefully as a child 
on a summer evening, neve' having the 
slightest fear or apprehension as to the 
future. His life was well rounded out, 
both in years and accomplishments, and 
the memory thereof is as a benediction 
to those who had the pleasure of his ac- 
quaintance. 



FOLLY . 

(By B. D. Lorah ) 
Oh. the folly of the masses. 

Oh, that vain and groundless hope, 
Of a god who burns and blesses 

When through death's door we grope. 

Oh, the folly or the people. 

Who will rush to church In pain. 

As the bell rings in the steeple, 
And their prayers ascend in vain! 

Oh. can It last forever- 
Such an ancient, foolish faith 

In gods and ghosts and devils, 
And all that priests create? 

No. for the people's minds will waken, 

Then will true belief begin, 
That prayer avails them nothing, 
And that god was made by man. 
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it inculcates, and we insist that each shall bear its propor- 
tion of the burden for the wrongs it has inflicted upon 
humanity. Judged in this light the Christion religion will 

-be shown the greatest sinner. This is called the age of 
Christian faith, if we could appreciate it, and what do we 
Bee ? The influences exercised by the Christian religion upon 
the body social have produced conditions exhibiting extreme 
selfishness, sensationalism and sham. Freethought, once 
universally adopted, will dismiss these superficialities and 
restore heaTtiness and healthiness to human life. Under 
Christian domination, character does not count, unless 
backed up by a large bank account from which liberal con 
tributions are drawn for the church. Men, who habitually 
despoil the widow's of their mites, and proclaim it h virtue, 
and who grab pennies from the hands of unsuspecting child- 
hood, are welcomed in church congregations, given the glad 
hand, and accorded an acclaim that is due only to some con- 
quering hero. The Christian religion has become little 
more than a foolish luxury. Its temples are converted into ' 
sumptuous palaces wherein people, who are ennuicJ with 
themselves, may parade in Parisian millinery and have their 
greed for the bizarre satiated with sensational sermons. 

But a change is coming. Men are discarding ancient 
theologies for the promptings of reason and humanity. The 
presence of this convention in your city is a strong evidence 
of that fact. On every hand superstition is giving way 

. before the onslaughts of science and the dawn of a new and 
iKjundless dav can be seen above the hills of progress. The 
church may male a spasmodic attempt to keep up *>.pp"ur- 
ances, but men cannot raise the dead. The church tl.nf will 
not progress must perish, while they who are content to 
sail slowly on in the rear of human intelligence, will gradu- 
ally assume a higher and a better nature, when preachers 
will become teachers, and musty creeds will fall before en- 
lightened mind of the new humanity. 

RELIGIOUS CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 



The official report of the police department of the City 
of Winnipeg, Canada, a copy of which has been mailed to 
our office by a Canadian Freethinker, contain some very 
interesting figures bearing upon the moral status of chuiv!' 
members, believers in the Christian religion, and those who 
have no regard for such faith. The number of persons 
arrested during the year 1908 are given as 4,850. Owing 
to the careful manner in which statistical data has been 
taken, the religious, or church affiliations of each and every 
person arrested, are recorded in a book provided for that 
purpose. These figures the following: 

Roman Catholic 1,538; Anglican church 1,353, Presby- 
terian 037; Lutheran 305; Methodist 300; Baptist 129; 
Congregational 86; all others 211. 

Taking these figures as they are given, there is, in any 
and all events, 4,648 known Christians as against 211 of 
no religious faith, even assuming that the latter number 
could all be counted as such. Still we have another view, 
which is, that while the 211 are given as including "all 



others" it is by no means certain that they were all Free- 
thinkers, and no matter which way we view facts, it is a 
bad showing for the moral side of professing Christians. 

These figures may be verified by writing to the Chief of 
Police at Winnipeg. 

DR. HAUSMAiN WAISTS TO LECTURE. 



All who have thus followed Dr. Hausinan's serial article j 
running through the Blade will be honestly bound to admit 
that he is not only a capable and interesting writer, but 
that he is also a scholar and a student oi exceptional 
ability, whose great heart and mind and brain are per- 
fectly free from and antagonistic to the sordid superstitious 
and theologies of the day and age. As we proceed each 
week we are more strongly impressed with the valuable 
contribution his coming book will make to the current 
literature on evolution and sociology. 

.but there is another thing, now equally important, 
namely, Dr. Ilausmau is not only willing, but he is ex- 
tremely anxious to lecture on the Freethought platform in 
America as an exponent ol the philosophies and the sciences 
enunciated in his book, and the Blade is anxious that he 
should be given and that he should find the desired 
opportunities. Bis purpose is to illustrate these lecture? 
by the aid of stereopticon views, prepared by himself, which 
will make the lectures interesting, instructive and easy to 
grasp by the average mind.- At the same Lime he coull 
promote the sale of his book which ought to be read to 
the extent of a full million copies, even in the United 
btates alone. We do not know how Dr. Bausman would 
appear in lecture work, but being so thoroughly familiar 
with his subjects and a man of almost unbounded intel- 
lectual capacity, possessing a good gift in the use ot elegant 
language, it would seem that he ought to be a great success. 
If he can talk and illustrate on a platform as he can express 
his thoughts with pen and ink, there can be no doubt 
concerning the result of such an effort. 

The Freethinkers of America need just such i man at 
work along the lines here indicated. The Blade knows of 
no man more capable and competent than Dr. Bailsman 
to undertake it It needs money, however, to make th<< 
necessary start, and this is what both Dr. Bausman and 
the Blade is lacking. Dr. Bausman has one suggestion to 
offer. It is reasonable and practical. That his own views 
on the subject may be placed before our readers, more 
especially, those who may be in a position to aid in tho 
enterprise, the following extract from a letter recently 
received from is given : 

"Raving read your article on "Freethought Lecture 
Work" I wish to remind you of some remarks I made in * 
regard to this subject in my letters. Since I can not find 
any employment in one of my professions and am prevented 
by graft-law from exercising the other, I woud like to 
enter the lecturing field. I have already given you my 
views on this proposition ; my plan would be to give lectures 
illustrated with stereopticon views (for which I want to 
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draw the pictures myself) in order to make tlie scientific 
subjects cieur and interesting, witli an ultimate view to 
promote tue sale oi Wo booa. lhe best wav to get Uie 
money would tie to organize a company with a small 
casual, ^suy ip^,oUU ana over) the siiare Holders to receivj 
ue poasiuiu to carry out tins plan 1 Uo not laiow ; here in 
oe yossiuie to carry out Uns plan i do not know, here 111 
oun xrancioco it seems impossible, juuging irom tlie nega- 
te e leouuo ol my enorts so lar. iiut 1 Have no doubt mat 
II win pay, wuicli uepenus less on the subject than the 
manner in wincb it is represented. It would not do bow- 
ever, to start without sumcient means, it is lixe any other 
coiumeicial business, you must have the goods hrst and 
tueii }ou must inuuce the public to buy." 

Alie question now arises whether or not there are sum- 
cient number oi J: ree thinkers in America to lorin the 
company here suggested, and who are willing to extend 
assistance to the end thut Dr. ilausnian may be given the 
opportunities he seeks. There can be no doubt as to the 
beue^cial results accruing to Treethought from such an 
unuer taking. These lectures would unsettle thology and 
god-worship wherever they could be heard. Jb'rtethoughi 
could be made to grow and prosper. The lectures woulJ 
be educative throughout At the same time, if properly 
managed, they could be made a source oi proht to those 
furnishing the linauciai means to secure them. 

ii the necessary amount oi money can be forthcoming 
and the company formed to back the enterprise the liiad; 
will give the lree use of its columns and endeavor to secure 
lecture appointments for Dr. Hausinan to the extent of 
its capabilities. We cannot know the success of any un- 
dertaking until it has been given a trial and as the free- 
thinkers are hungry for intellectual food, in America with 
scarcely one to minister to their wants, in the manner hero 
indicated, it is worthy of the best effort that can be made. 

In behalf oi Dr. Hausman the Blade would like to hear 
from its friends on the Bubject and will do all in its power 
lo assist in bringing this matter to a successful issue. 

ROOSEVELT HADN'T TIME. 



When a distinguished American citizen and scholar 
called upon Roosevelt, at the White House, representing 
a public mass meeting held in Chicago, to petition him to 
correct a mistake he had made, Roosevelt declined to sea 
him, and the Chicago Inter-Ocean, a truckling sycophant, 
ever with an eye towards subsidising and campaign funds, 
attempts to apologize for the rough rider by suggesting 
that "the President hadn't time." 

Did the Inter-Ocean ever pause long enough to realize 
the fact that the ex-president did have time to utter i 
Wilful and malicious lie concerning the greatest of all 
American patriots, he who made it possible for even a 
Washington to be denominated the "father of his country I" 
As a political lick-spittle, the Inter-Ocean is without an 
equal in the whole world of American journalism, and ye% 
realizing that Roosevelt, while yet president, had heaped 



insult upon the American citizen aforesaid, it immediately 
lell to the task oi inventing excuses tor what bad hap- 
pened and it managed to hit upon the fallacious and false 
expediency of hinting to its unfortunate readers that the 
"president hadn't time." 

.Blade readers will recall the fact, as we have made 
comment on the subject before, that a Paine memorial 
meeting held in Chicago, during the last week in January, 
adopted a resolution which AL M. Mangasarian was re 
quested to present to Roosevelt, seeking to secure national 
recognition of the great services rendered to this republic 
by Thomas Paine, and, incidentally, to impel Roosevelt to 
retract the printed statement he had caused, saying, that 
Paine was "a filthy little atheist" Following out the in- 
structions given to him, Mr. Mangasarian, proceeded to 
the VNhite House with the resolutions in his pocket, re- 
quested audience with "His Majesty" that he might fulfil 
the mission assigned to him, but Roosevelt kept the door 
conveniently closed between himself and his visitor. 
.Naturally Mr. Mangasarian felt that he had been insulted 
and upon his return home he gave vent to his feelings. 
ThlM it was that the Inter-Ocean came to the defense of 
RooBevelt and insisted in its editorial columns tha: tlie one 
reason why Roosevelt could not see Mangasarian, was, that 
the "president hadn't time." 

We have said that in charging Paine with being "a 
filthy little atheist," Roosevelt gave utterance to a "wilful 
and malicious life." The Blade repeats the charge. Wo 
claim justification in so-doing. We are willing to admit 
that when Roosevelt first wrote that sentence and had it 
published in his "Life of Governor Morris" he had done 
so through ignorance, not having read Paine and had fallen 
into the priestly habit of abusing Paine without investi- 
gation. But it was not long thereafter before Roosevelt 
was made aware of the mistake, or error, he had made, 
and yet he permitted subsequent editions of the book to 
j published with out making proper correction, hence, 
knowingly allowing the publication to continue, Roosevelt 
was guilty of a wilful and malicious lie. He did have time 
to promulgate this, but, according to the Inter-Ocean, 
Roosevelt did not have time when a scholarly gentleman 
called upon him at the request of a large number of 
American citizens to even permit an interview on the 
subject. 

But this is not the only manifest error of the Inter- 
Ocean. Still with that eye to personal profit at the ex- 
pense of truth, it insists that Mr. Mangasarian "owes all 
he has of education to Christian institutions" and then 
proceeds, by inuendo, to hint that in spite of this, he "feels 
that he has a mission to destroy Christianity." It is a 
self-evident fact that the Editor of the Inter-Ocean has 
very little education, as education is understood in the 
scholastic world today, else he would not attribute educative 
influences to Christian institutions. It may be presumed, 
though, that what education the Editor of this plutocratic 
sheet is able to boast of was derived from Christian insti- 
tutions, and this will account for his antagonism to truth, 
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his lick-spittle characteristics, and his readiness to apologize 
for a lie. This is the difference between Mangasarian and 
the Inter-Ocean's editor. One is a scholar and a gentleman. 
The other is a fawing, hypocritical sycophant, who Matters 
for profit at the expense of truth and honesty. 

To be candid, the Blade did not expect that Roosevelt 
would grant an audience to Mangasarian. We knew both. 
The inner-conscience- of the one and the sterling Integrity 
of the other prevented them meeting. The self-conviction 
of Roosevelt, the knowledge that he had committed a lit- 
erary and historical crime, made of him such a moral 
coward that he was afraid to be in the presence of a man 
like Mangasarian, whose coming had been heralded and of 
which Roosevelt doubtless had knowledge through his 
secret service men and confidential advisers. 

Mangasarian has much to be proud of. lioosevelt needs 
to be ashamed of his .conduct and his fear to look truth 
squarely in the eye. Any honest man will find time to 
correct a mistake, rectifying an untruth, and as Roose- 
velt's journalistic apologist declares that he "didn't have 
time" the logical inference is plain. 



EDITORIAL POTPOURI. 



Ambition is that feeling that we want to do something 
that other people say we cannot do. 

* * * * 

It is not so much what we actually have, tliat makes us 
happy, as what we do not want. 

* * * * 

Some people fail to realize that yesterday is useless and 

that tomorrow may contain a fortune. 

* * * * 

The man who has been a sinner all his life and suddenly 

turns saint, has no mercy upon his own class afterwards. 

* * * * 

The smile of a sorrow-stricken heart is a sunbeam of 

hope to the whole world. 

* * * * 

Another church scandal, and still the Lord keeps on tem- 
pering the wind to the shorn land). While under "spirit- 
ual excitement," a Mrs. Mary Lavender made n confession 
to Rev. Edward B. Crawford, pastor of the Woodlawn 
Park Methodist Church, at Chicago, of her misconduct 
with another Methodist preacher, Rev. John I). Leek. Tho 
Rev. confessor used his knowledge- to force the other 
•preacher to resign and the husband of the woman Bought 
legal restraints to prevent further publicity. Church dis- 
ruption is reported and thus we are given another illus- 
tration* of the henoficient influences of Christianity upon 
morals. What brutes these preachers he? 

* # » * 

Now that Rev. Daniel B. Leach, of Boone Gap, Illinois, 
has recited his own funeral sermon in a phonograph to be 
used upon the occasion of his demise, we may anticipate 
a new industry. If a man be privileged to buy a phono- 



graphic record of an entire funeral service, the fuueralee 
and the undertaker could have things all their own way 
and the preacher could be dispensed with altogether. Why 
not J 

* * * ♦ 

The fate of the California Sunday rest hill ought to he 
a sufficient warning to the Puritans that if they wish to 
keep off the grass, they have the privilege of so-doing, but 
they have no right to force other people off by law. 

* * * * 

The Northwestern Christian Advocate, a religious and 
temperance publication, has caused considerable amuse- 
ment and comment by giving a recipe for the making of 
a cake which called for a glass of whisky as one of the 
ingredients. The editor placed responsibility upon the 
poor "devil" in the printing office, but the paper, no doubt, 
got the money. 

* * # * 

It is gratifying to know that Justice William J. Graynor, 
of the .Now York Supreme bench, believes in the freedom 
of the press and its right of criticism of those in public 
office. 

* * ■ * • 

New York is beginning to move some. A liberal Sun- 
day league has been started, with Judge Warhope Lynn 
as president, which has for its object the securing of a 
liberal Sunday upon which outdoor sports may be in- 
dulged in without coming in contiict with a blue law. 
May it succeed. 

* * * * 

Two hundred and fifty-five lashes with a genuine cat-o- 
uine-tails were distributed between eighteen culprits under 
judicial sanction, at Wilmington, Delaware, recently. And 
the churchlites claim this as a Christian country. Will tho 
Delaware courts ever become civilized i 

* * * # 

The missionary graft in America, when left to itself 
and to domestic influences alone, has proven such u failure 
that new methods are bein resorted to in order to entice 
the faithful to shell out. Two pilgrims from Kurdistan, 
clad in biblical robes, and one of them said to bear facial 
characteristics resembling those of the gospel Jesus, aro 
now touring this country begging for money with which to 
win souls to the Nazarene. As a house to house canvas 
is being made it is a safe presumption that the venture 
will prove profitable which proves that folly and cash do 
not remain long together. 

» • * * 

New Jersey Christians are ahout to open up a model 
saloon in which professional bartenders are to be employed 
for the purpose of mixing the special drinks called for. 
Booze being considered of the devil and money obtained 
from the sale thereof as having a moral taint, it is dollars 
to doughnuts that the servants of the Lord will count everv 
copper passing through the cash register. 
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The Blade's Poets 



WHICH IS RAISED? 
Or, Do They Unite and Form a Giant? 



(By Matilda C. Coomer.) 

They tell us that man's body changes 
At times In the course of his life, 

As over his world-realm he ranges, 
Searching for pleasure and strife. 

At ten the babe's body has vanished, 
At twenty the child's form Is (one, 

And thus till each one has been banished, 
Save that which death fastens upon. 

This brings me a puzzling reflection: 

Of all my own bodies I shed 
Which one, at the famed resurrection, 

Will Heaven raise up from the dead? 

Or will every atom that ever 
Grew into each personal man 

Now make him a giant forever 
According to Gods magic plan? 

If so, we should make transmigration 
Of souls our first God-given creed: 

Not many such giant*' creation 
Could furnish with all that they need. 

Wichita, Kana. 



THE RECOIL OF FORCE. 



By J. E. Burkhart.) 

Behold the ruins wrought by force, 
wherever you may be: 
Beneath the arching canopy, 
Encompass land and sea. 
Go count the vagaries of man, 
His glories won and how; 
Aye, sing of peace, of might to slay, 
In 



What of the majesty of 
His brilliancy impose, 
His canton nomes of kingdoms 
In lethe still repose, 
The pyramid of Egypt, 
His sphinxes on the Nile, 
The fomb s of priest and 
Are all in ruin's pile. 

mm 

what of the wonders Ptaroah wrought: 

The Ptolemies divine, 

The pantomines of Moses 

Defied the test of time; 

The arts and arms of Omar 

Are mummy dust of clay, 

The Prophet's mosque at Cairo— 

The outlines wear away. 



What of the Temple Solomon built: 

Its cherubima of gold; 

What pillars flanked its, 

His fairy tales of old; 

The brazen snake the moulten sea, 

What deity held sway 

Iu glory on Mount Zion? — 

All have passed away. 

What of the mighty Caesars: 
The temple built to Mars; 
His statue with Jupiter, 
The father god of wars, 
immortalized at Rome. 
The panderage of crime, 
The Judgment Porch of Herod, 
The wreck and wrath of time? 

What of Constantino the Great: 
His Pennon Sways, the cross uphold. 
The venal State, the sacred geese, 
The Roman See controlled; 
Her sons enslaved to creditors, 
The Paulina of robe and st<>le, 
The Senators and Nobles bribed, 
Pile up the martyrs' role. 

What of the feudal kings and lords: 

The Mormon Duke or Ruse, 

The Hlldebrand assumed command, 

The martyrdom of Huss, 

Servetus at Geneva, 

The Calvlnlsts condemned; 

Old Britain stained the market place, 

Joan of Arc was burned? 

What of the Great Napoleon- 
The autocrat of Prance, 
The rival fame of Hannibal. 
The augury advance; 
The thunder from the Vatican 
Split Christendom In twain. 
And the demon force of 
its gall in 



What of the great United 
In union bound; 
Waves defiance to the foe, 
The right to freedom found? 
She holds the key within her grasp, 
She only can unclasp that right, 
And reason will support 
That key by thought was cast. 

What of the great Philosophers: 

Times duration stand, 

The thought invents, the author's shine, 

Pre-eminent hold command? 

The marvels wrought by Edison, 

The poets sent to rhyme, 

Odes of Shelley, Holmes and Poe, 



No power of force can stay the mind: 

On wings of thought it Impales the 

Spans the Universe combined, 

The elements that be, 

The limits unconHned, 

And to its goal as to its source, 

Moves the mighty Universe 

Of Thought'a Supernal Course. 

Infinite Thought .in man . 

The wind and lightning obey 

The atom mist of dust, 

The angry tempests sway 

With Hell and Heaven equal poised. 

Terrestrial everywhere, 

The Thought i's here and there. 



80ME TIMELY DEFINITIONS. 



For the Benefit of Those Who Do Not 
Know and to Strengthen the Minds 
of Those Who Do. 

(By Dr. Hi. van Riper.) 

SCIENCE! — The sum total of what men 
know. 

RELIGION — The sum total of what men 
do not know. 

AGNOSTIC— One who knowa that he 
does not know those things about which 
nothing is or can be known. An agnostic 
also knows one thing more.namely: that 
Ise knows any more than he does 
the unknown. 
INFIDEL— One who does not believe in 
the infallibility and perfect authenticity of 
a book, the origin of which cannot be ee- 

PRAYER— The brain's sincere desire for 
something, or. it is an appeal from the 
known to the unknown,— a supplication for 
uelp by the known to the unknown. 

EVOLUTION— The almightv 



LOVE— The only safe and 



HUMANITY— The all In all,— the only 
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering god. 

MIND— The only hell and tine only 
heaven. 

SCIENCE— The only providence of 
Nothing Is of so much value to 
tne discovery of truth, and this is 
to by all, though men will differ as to what 
really constitutes truth. 

WATER-POWER MOTOR8 
Ms! 

WATER-FANS. 
Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY ft MFG. CO. 

Ohio, 
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me know the result of our ueba e. — J. T. 



Cbe Blade's Correspondence 
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Chitholm-Chadbum Debate. 

WAURIKA, OKLA. — I live away out here 
In Oklahoma, but the Blue Grass Blade 
gets here just the same. I thought lae 
Blade readers would like to hear something 
about the debate which has Just closed at 
our school house. The Rev. Chlsholm rep- 
resented the Campbellite so-called, and the 
Rev. Lnadburn the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, each one 
affirming that the church represented by 
him is in harmony in organization, doc- 
trine and practice with the ohurch that was 
perfected by Chnst add the Apostles. 
There were eight sessions — four each; 
both had a preacher for a moderator. They 
must have a Chairman. They looked about 
for some one who was not prejudiced on 
either side, arm desired an Infidel. They 
selected me, as I was the only one in the 
neighborhood. It is not for me to say 
which came out ahead, but I think if they 
had polled the audience the Saint would 
have won by a large majority. Things got 
pretty hot sometimes, the Campbellite call- 
in* the Saint a liar several times during 
the discussion. Said Chisholm: "You 
prove that the angel appeared to Joe Smith." 
Chadburn rejoined: "You prove that the 
angei appeared to Joseph.' This was evi- 
dently a stand-oft, neither of which can be 
proven. Cold type Is all the evidence and 
one is just as good as the other, and neith- 
er any good at all. I heartily wished Jno. 
R. Charlesworth had been here when they 
got through, and replied to both of their 
arguments. What he would have done to 
them would have been a plenty. I Judge 
there are other Infidels that might make 
as good an argument as he, but I know 
Charlesworth personally; have heard him 
in debate; have entertained him In my 
home, feeding him on chicken, but I 
wouldn't have any one Infer that he is an 
ex-Methodlst preacher because he has a 
weaknee for this toothsome delicacy. We 
had a big crowd, a big house, and even the 
standing room was all taken up, and many 
stood on the outside and looked through 
the windows. I believe the debate did 
some good, disgusting many, who went 
away proclaiming that the "old-time relig- 
ion Is not good enough for me." The 
Rev| Chlsholm said in his first speech that 
if he was wrong tnen "that man is right," 
pointing to me. In Rev. Chadburn's reply 
he made the statement that "all progress 
was in the rank and file of skepticism." 
So you see I am ahead. As for the squir- 



rel problem, I am sure it the squirrel goes 
around the tree the man goes around the 
tree, but not around ihe squirrel. I am not 
much of a gunner, but I had a brother that 
was a good shot, and ne would often take 
me hunting with him. Whenever we found 
a squirrel up a tree and the squirrel moved 
to the other side, he would have me go 
arounu on that side and shake a bush to 
turn the squirrel. So if he could go around 
the squirrel, what was the use of shaking 
the bush? Wishing you a prosperous 
year.— H. A HO USER. 



Renews Subscription. 



JORDAN VALLEY, ORE. — Please find 
enclosed postofflce money order to pay my 
subscription to November, 1909. Please 
excuse my delay Sickness and Republi- 
can prosperity have caused it. Please in- 
form me where I can get a true history of 
the Roman Empire without having to buy 
a number of costly books to find out what 
I want to know about the Romans. — J. P. 
VINCENT. 



Wants Result of Debate. 

ZANBSVTLLE, O — May I add a crumb 
for the advancement of intelligence, which 
comes from the great store-house of M. B. 
Craven in his criticism on the theological 
Idea of Deity: — 

'The transcendental current Into which 
popular opinion Is now rapidly drifting 
furnishes indubitable evidence that a sys- 
tem of theology founded on and still sup- 
ported by such outrageous and sacrilegious 
proceedings as markvd the career of those 
presumptions Israelites, who were appar- 
ently devoid of psychological perception, 
and undeveloped in pneumatology, stands 
In Jeopardy of falling before the powerful 
artillery that the light of modem science, 
combined with spiritual and intellectual 
development, are bringing to bear upon it 
from the stand-point of reason, philan- 
thropy, and general Intelligence, for the 
time Is evidently fast approaching when 
all systems of religion will be arraigned 
at the tribunal of science, when such as 
are dependent upon the authority of tra- 
dition alone, without any foundation upon 
the principles of Nature, will be assigned a 
place among the 'fossils' of ancient myth- 
ology." 

Your opponent's argument will fall on 
account of Ita own weakness. Please let 



Old Friends Are Found. 

SHREVE, OHIO — I saw bv the da ly 
press that you had a > ebate with a sky- 
pilot at Canal Dover. I remember that ycu 
gave a few lectures In our town 15 or 16 
years ago. Since that time 1 have lost 
track of you. Would be pleased to hear 
from you and to see a copy of your paper. 
J. W. SMITH. 

THE WHEEL OF L'FE. 

A Monthly Paper Published by 
Life Publishing Co., St. oLuls. Mo. 

Edited by W. C. Cope. 

DEALS WITH ORIGINS. 

The origin of Marriage, of Eth'cs. of Re- 
ligion, of Brotherhood, of the belief In im- 
mortality. It treats broau.y of Love, of 
Human Instincts ana Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treating all sub- 
jects In such a clear, pliln and micy way 
that the dust Is shaken out and they be- 
come as interesting as a novel to vnm the 
casual reader. Send 10 cents for a <dx 
months' trial subscription, or • quarter for 
a year, to the Life Pub. Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 




Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 



.▼ille 
Ashville 

SaTannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
Vicksbnrg 

Shreveport 

New Orleans 



Texas Points 
For rates and printed matter, ad- 



W. 0. Rinearson, O P. A., 







Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 



This is the Greatest Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Enut Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 



$2.00 



$2.00 



Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



TIlC PeOplC'S PPCSJ Marriage and Divorce GiVC 'Em Fits. 



Fearless in its advocacy of 



Published weekly at 111 Blue bland At* 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B. Lenin 

Official paper of the Materialist 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, fi.oo a Tear 
Subscription, 90 Cents a Year. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a life time for women 
*bo love good clotbea. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
ua ion dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer dretseB. 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Bona fide offer— no fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send nam*, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 
247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SHEAGREEN 



OSEPH1NE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies 01 this up-to-da't 
pamphlet are now In circulation in t*. 
United States and England. It treat* U 
forcible style of the most Important piob 
lem before the American people. It should 
be read by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestfc 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the author 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Do' 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial Unionism. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
«DIT«D »Y A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that supports the 
existing social order. 
Send for sample copy. 
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That's what 
SCARLET SHADOW," 
Wulter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, doja to the 
(orcea of bigotry and su- 
perm it Ion. And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded by the churcfc 
element, Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of thle decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
Is sufficient proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative circles and 
auaed consternation 
among the clergy- 
It Is enthuslastlcalk' 
endorsed by leadlni 
Freelthlnkere through- 
out the world. Tou a! 
know how Hurt can write, and In this book 
he is at his best. It Is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on heavy egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $1.60. postpaid. 

BLUE OR ASS BLADE, 

Ky. 
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Secular Thought 

i Fortnightly Journal of national Crltl 
clam In Politics, 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - • J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 1854 Queen 8t. West. To 
ronto. Canada. Terma, $1 per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Thought," 
186% Queen St West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLIs. Proprietor and 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 



What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted in Ring, Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for 910. S20 
and up. They are indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in its orbit; neither do they 
ever depreciate In value. Or n Gold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES 

Large (6) size Elgin. Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-caased, 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
Jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj., 816. Small 
(0) size, 7 Jewels, 111; 16 Jewels, |13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside \ extra one, 
$24. In 26-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
•olid gold case. $10 to $20 more. All In 
velvet box, prepaid, wit' guarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS, F0B8, OR LONG GUARD8 
Latest styles, best filled, $2, S3, $4 and $6. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) slse, Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned;" gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 26-yeara: 
"Gen'l Stark, 16 Jewels $16; "Deuber 
Grand," 17 Jewels, adjusted, $li.60; "John 
Hancock," 21 Jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In 
open face screw case, $1.00 less. Also, to 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated; Jewelry, Rings, Silverware, in- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Guage, and my tract, "The- 
ism In the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 




SEEDS 



Freak., Bailable, Pars 
Buaranteed to Pleaae 

Every Gardener and 
Planter thou Id ten ths 
superior merits of Our 
Northern Grown Seeds. 
tPICiat. OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 
we will aand poet wild oar 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

I akf . tO Day Tm,u . . to, 

I atf . Frlaaaia Radii* . a . 10. 

1 aka> IdMmli! Caterf , to. 

1 pat. larlr lm«.kea4 fia»a« . .- . . lie 
I aba. rallertea Market Uttaee • 10. 

aim I* TarWUea Ck.lt. FUw.r Seeaa a • tt« 

at oo 

Write today! Bend 10 eeaki to kelp pay peetafe end 
peeking and receive the above "Famoua Collection," to- 



TO MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 

TO MORROW does not draw Its Inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism, Super- 
stition or Custom. It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Dealing with the questions of Life from the 
impersonal standpoint, and accepting the 
scientific interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for those who are 
partisan, — not for those who art? wedded 
to some pet belief or ism, — not for those 
who are governed by fear of God or of 
Public Opinion. 

TO-MORROW la for Free Souls, - for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 15 cents for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. $1.00 the Tear. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
139 E. 56th St., CHICAGO, ILL. 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we flgure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M, PARKER, 

416 Crocker bu, Los Angeles, Calif. 



8END 10c FOR 8AMPLE. 

OF 

Hesald' Religious Stickers 

The same being short quotations fro» 
"Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless- 
ed Savior," "Baalams Ass," "Mary ChriBt". 
"Our Friend, the Devil," and other person 
ages of sacred memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading the "glad tid 
ings of great joy." 

Until April 1, 1909. address— 

FRANKLIN HEALD. 

Circlevllle, Ohio 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as Important at 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups 
and even the Children, should know a. 
much about ourselves ds we know abou 
FUne*. PViWvrs ant Fiogs? 

Do yon believe In Better Fiogeny. a Mori 
Elevnted Race anyway; 

If eo, fend 1 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. 4 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthi 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage." 3s 
cents stinips. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradlc 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Justt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr " their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Nowl 8lngle copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for 11.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1728 Ellis Street., San Francisco, Cal. 

SEEDS 

SpTiTlAL OFFER: 

eae to k.114 New Haat.eae. A trial T.U1 1 
make you oar permanent customer. 

PriK Collection r.- h t5 i ;,«* iU ^ 



■ ■ ■ ■ M in.., riftUHIB, I."""-, 

11 the B neat | Tenia. 7 eplemlld ; o.i««, I beat varia- 
luea; to apri »i a...n, lt lie 

I XEl 



; TeaaUee. 
ivnuiu i • beat van 
• lav-ai van«tlrs in all. 
'tlt'AKANTKFU TO PLKASB. 

Write to-day; Meat/on this Paper. 

I afija^iisWMM^iAAif^AAAAB^AAAAs^AAABf^A^ 

SEND 10 CENTS 

10 Dover peateae kad peeking and recaiva tale rateable 
1 eoUectloa ot Hajeda aoalpald. tofathar wlih mj bl, 
\ laatmctlie. Baaaclful fret anil l'lent Hook, 
\ lalla all about tha Heal verlallat of Seed., Plante. ate. 

.HaWaBoekb*, *i*W*WBa 



OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO 



DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATION 

Just Read Over the Beautiful and Valuable Premiums we 
Offer and Make up Your Mind to Get Busy 

Elegant Dinner Sets 

WE MUST DOUBLE OUR PRESENT CIRCULATION DURING 1909 AS A GUARANTEE 
OF PERMANENCY AND STABILITY. TO THIS END WE OFFER 
INDUCEMENTS IN THE WAY OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY 
YOU FOR THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING US. 

PREMIUMS! PREMIUMS! 

1 Roman Gold Monogram, China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces 

This is an attraction for every woman,— Useful and Ornamental,— Gives the table a pretty 
decoration. Good China, — Retails at $8.00 per set,— Initial letters of owner's name 
woven in monogram and burnished upon every piece in pure gold letters. 

TEN SUBSCRIBERS! TEN SUBSCRIBERS! 

Send us 10 New Yearly Subscribers to the Blade and we will send you one of the above 
sets, charges prepaid. No money out of your pocket. Only a little real effort„and you can 
get these without actual cost. 

1 Noon-Time China Dinner Set, 45 Pieces 

This set is equally as attractive as the other, but has no monogram. It retails at 
$5.00 per set. An ornament to any table. 

SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! 

You can get this set sent to you free, charges prepaid, by sending us seven new 
annual subscribers to the Blade. 
TERMS :— • 

Write us that you intend working to secure one or either of the above dinner sets and we 
will enter your name in a book whereon to credit you for every subscriber you send and 
keep a record. Subscriptions may be sent in at any time, and the paper will be sent as soon 
as received. When you have sent in the requisite number for either set, it will be sent to 
you at once. 



SUBSCRIPTION BLANK FORMS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION. 



